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What Is pro-manchester?

We’'re a growth network for ambitious
businesses across Greater Manchester.
We're member-powered and relentlessly
focused on helping you connect, develop
and shape what comes next for our region.

Membership is designed to create opportunity,
SO you can have the right conversations and
gain valuable insights through the platforms

that matter to increase your visibility with
the people who can help you grow.

Our vision Is
to build and maintain an inclusive,
connected and thriving community
of ambitious businesses across
Greater Manchester



Our year In numbers...

N

TN\

engaged professionals
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28K+

social media
followers

375

members

87%

retention
rate

Member ratings

88%

Overall Membership
Experience
Rated 4-5 out of 5 for

91%
84%

Value for money
Rated
val

4-5 out of 5 for
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delivered
Recommendation

8 8 % Likely to recommend pro-manchester
to a colleague or client (4-5/5)

Event networking

Rated 4-5 out of 5 for
the networking experience

show b selecting 4-5 on a 5-point scale.
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Who’s In our network...

Sectors
Financial & Professional Services (130
Hospitality (40)
Property (30)
Technology (23)
Business Consultants (19)
Creative and Digital (16)
Charity (13)
Academic and Training (12)
Wellbeing (9)
PR (9)
Marketing & PR (7)
Marketing (7)
Recruitment (6)
IT (6)
Green Economy (6)
Event Management (4)
Sports (4)
HR Consultancy (3)
Retail (3)
Training Provider (2)
Management Consultancy (2)
Photographer (2)
Education (2)
Transport & Infrastructure (1)
Sport (1)
Transport & Infrastruture (1)
Technology (Transport) (1)
Accountancy (1)
Travel & Tourism (1)
Stock Brokers and Investment (1)
Textile Merchants (1)
Fintech (1)
Software Engineering (1)
Renewables & Voluntary carbon (1)
Property (Facilities Management) (1)
Construction (1)
Financial / Recruitment (1)
Journalism (1)
Innovation (1)
HR and Tech (1)
Lawyer (1)
Sector (1)

Law

Financial Services
Accountants

Corporate Finance VC & PE
Bankers

Wealth Management
Business Services
Professional Body
Business Consultants
Insurance

Recruitment

Business Brokers

0 10 20 30
Number of member businesses

40 50



In a recent survey we asked our members to provide three words to describe
pro-manchester. Here’s what they said....
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“My favourite thing about pro-manchester is how
they bring together organisations from across GM &
the surrounding areas.

Collaboration
Is essential and that’s why the work that pro-
manchester does is so important’

"“Networking with like-minded people across Greater
Manchester has been invaluable. The size and scale of the
pro-manchester network is unique and I'm proud to be
part of something so impactful when | speak to peers
across the country.”

“‘Being part of pro-manchester has been a rewarding &
inspiring experience. It brings together progressive business
leaders, community advocates, & changemakers across
Greater Manchester, fostering collaboration, innovation, &
purpose.

For me, it's been about more than networking - it’'s given me
a voice, a space to be heard, & a community that values
authenticity & difference. I've found real value in the shared
insight, supportive environment & commitment to
meaningful, inclusive growth across the region.

pro-manchester isn’t just an organisation; it's a movement
helping people and businesses thrive together and shape a
more connected Greater Manchester.




“pro-manchester is fantastic & | will bang on about it
to anyone who will listen.

The pro-manchester team is so warm & welcoming &
they offer brillinat benefits to support their members”

Sarah Lawless, Founder of Flawless Comms.

"Being a member of pro-manchester, and more recently a
committee member has been a great way for me to access
and work with a dynamic business community in
Manchester.

It's a community that fosters genuine connections and
collaborative opportunities, offers thought leadership in key
sectors and brings together professionals from all areas of
Manchester’s business eco-system.

The events held, whether breakfast briefings or flagship
events, are always thought provoking and well attended
and I've come away from several with fresh ideas and new
connections”

Gary Fenemore, Director at S & W

“For me it’s in the name , pro-Manchester really is the
gateway into all things Manchester. Being new to the
city, | love the opportunities it creates to connect,
learn and feel part of the business community. It
brings people together in a way that's welcoming,
collaborative and genuinely proud of Manchester”.

Kuda Mangurenje, Business Engagement Lead at EMERGE




What's your pro....?

We also asked ‘What does the pro in ‘pro-manchester
mean to you?

‘When | think of pro-manchester the pro means FOR Manchester - we're
all about Manchester getting better. It's such a great thing to have a
private sector organisation that is right with us, right by our side when it
comes to building up the power of this place. We're ‘pro’ manchester - |
just love that - it's a great name”

Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater Manchester

“For me, the “pro” in pro-manchester stands for progressive. It's about being
forward-thinking, inclusive, and unafraid to have the difficult conversations that
move us all forward. It reflects a commitment to shaping a Manchester that
works for everyone; one that's diverse, dynamic, and full of possibility!”

Ngozi W eller, Founder, Aurora

“For me, the "pro" in pro-manchester stands for pro-community, pro-connection, and
pro-gress. It's about creating a dynamic and supportive network where people can
collaborate, learn from each other, grow their businesses, and be part of a community
that is driving innovation and progress.

| sit on the Racial Equity Group within pro-manchester, so for me it also about the
pro-gressive approach to diversity, equity and inclusion, and actively shaping a more
inclusive business landscape - one where everyone is welcomed, feels heard and is
empowered to thrive.”

Catherine Haslam, Partner Telecoms, DW F LLP

“Pro for me in pro-manchester is what I've experienced - a Professional and Proactive
team, a Progressive approach to adapt to the issues facing businesses across GM and a
Proven organisation who have been in existence for more than 30 years”

Michelle Mullany, Deal Origination - Corporate Finance, MHA

“Pro means professional in my eyes. The network allows you to connect, collaborate
and build a community with likeminded individuals. The Pro means you can trust
that those individuals you connect and collaborate with are professionals, and skilled
in their respective careers”.

Callum Duff, Solicitor, Kuits

“To me, the "pro" in pro-manchester means professionalism, progress, and proactive
collaboration. It represents a commitment to advancing Manchester’s business and
innovation landscape by bringing together experts and leaders who are dedicated to
driving positive change and growth in the region”.

Jamie Goodwin, Business Engagement Officer, The University of Manchester




The pro-manchester board

SAM BOOTH NICOLA MCCORMICK ALISON LOVEDAY NICK ROSE
pro-manchester Chair & Vice-Chair
ro-manchester ; )
Co-CEO P Partner LLM Sales Director
Co-CEO Sharp

DANNY SIMPSON AMNA KHAN RACHEL KENYON
Past Chair 23-24 Senior Lecturer, Business Engagement JENNIFER SMITH
CEO Manchester Metropolitan Ma_nage_r Partner
MID Communications University The University of Forbes Solicitors
Manchester

TEHSEEN ALl STEPHEN HUGHES KIMBERLEY WALDRON NGOZI WELLER
Associate Director & Co- Founder & MD Director, Aurora
Partner - EY founder Started PR
Five Wealth

MELANIE QUIRK ZOE WALLACE
Director of Corporate Director
Travel, Manchester Travel Agent Marketing

Counsellors for Business


https://www.pro-manchester.co.uk/members/the-university-of-manchester/
https://www.pro-manchester.co.uk/members/the-university-of-manchester/
https://www.pro-manchester.co.uk/members/mid-communications/
https://www.pro-manchester.co.uk/members/five-wealth/
https://www.pro-manchester.co.uk/members/agent-marketing/
https://www.pro-manchester.co.uk/members/forbes-solicitors/
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